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Mr, James Duff 
Director 
Administrative Office of the u.s. Courts 

. One Columbus Circle, N,B, 
Washington, D,C. 20544 

Dear Mr. Duff: 

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6025 

http://appropriatlons.senate.goy 

May 2, 2007 

This letter is in response to the request for approval for the Judiciary's Fiscal Year 
2007 Financial Plan, dated March 14, 2007 in accordance with section 113 of Public Law 
110-5. For Fiscal Year 2007, Public Law 110-5 provided just under a five percent 
increase for the Judiciary over last year's level. With the increased funding provided in 
Fiscal Year 2007, $20.4 million is provided for critically understaffed workload 
associated with immigration and other law enforcement needs, especially at the 
Southwest Border. 

We have reviewed the information included and have no objection to the financial 
plan including the following proposals: 

• a cost of living increase for panel attorneys; 
• the establishment of a branch office of the Southern District of Mississippi to 

allow for a federal Defender organization presence in the Northern District of 
Mississippi; 

• a feasibility study for sharing the Judiciary's case management system with the 
State of Mississippi, and; 

• the expanded use of Electronic Public Access Receipts, 

Any alteration of the financial plan from that detailed in the March 14, 2007 
document would be subject to prior approval of the Senate Committee on Appropriations, 

Richard J, Durbin 
Chairman 

Sincerely, 

Subcommittee on Financial Services 
and General Govemment 

Sam Brownback 
Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Financial Services 

and General Government 
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JERRY U!WIS, CAPFORNIA 
C. W.!!ILL YOuNG, FLORIDA 
RALPH Hl!GvloA, OhIO 
HAROLD 
fRANK R. WOLF, V!f!GIN1A 
JAMJ:1i r.WALStl, Nt;WYORK 
DAVID l.. HQSSON, OHIO 
JOE /C.NOL!.ENtllmO, M/CtiIGAN 
JACK KINGSTON, CEORQ[A 
RooNGy P. ffUiI.lNGHUVSI!N, NI'W JER5EV 

11. 
TOnOTlN1I\T, J(ANSA5 
Z",CH WAMfI, TENNJil55EE 
TOM I.ATltAM, IOWA . 
AOllliRT JI. AOSHHOt. T, AlABAMA 
JO ANN 6MIOFISON, MIS50vRl 
KAY GMNOIlR, TEXAS 
JOliN E. YG1EASON. PENNSYLVANIA 
VIRGIL H. GOODE. JR .. VIRGINIA 
.JOHN T, COOl-mI.-E, CAUFOIINI .... 
RAY l.o.HOOD,ILI.1NOIS 
PAVE WIl.I.DON. flORIDA 
MICHAEl. K, fHMI'SON,IOA!10 
JOHN ABNlly 
!"dARK sn!vEN ,;rRJ{.llUNIJIS 
ANOeR ¢flfiNBMW, FLORIDA 
DENNIS 1'1, m'HSERG, MONTANA 
JOHN n, CARTlOR, TtiXAS 
ROONEy ... L()IJUiIANA 

Clr::RK AND STAFF ClIflEtrrOR 
ROB NABORS 
TELEPHONE; 

This lelter is in response to the request for approval for the Judiciary' fiscal year 2007 
Financial Plan, dated March 141h, 2007 in accordance with section 113 of Public Law 
110-5. 

We have reviewed the information included and have no objection to the firuincial piau 
including the following proposals: . 

• a cost of living increase for panel attorneys; 
• the establishment of a branch office of the Southern District of Mississippi in the 

Northem District ofl\1ississlppi; 
• a feasibility study for sharing the Judiciary's case management system with the 

state of Mississippi, and; 
• the expanded use ofEl0ctronic Public Access Receipts. 





ELECTRONIC PUBLIC ACCESS (EPA) 

Fin ancing ($000) 
FY 2006 FY 2006 FY 2007 Percent 

Financial Plan Actual Financial Plan Change over 
, FY 2006 Plan 

Collections $ 49,152 $ 62,300 $ 62,120 26.4% 

Prior-year Carryforward $ 14,376 $ 14,376 $ 32,200 124.0% 

Total $ 63,528 $ 76,676 $ 94,320 '48.5% 

SPENDING 

FY2006 FY 2006 FY2007 Percent 
($OOOs) Financial Actual Financial Change over 

Plan Plan FY 2006 Plan 

EPA Program Operations $ 19,346 $ 11,560 $ 27,229 40.7% 

Available to Offset Approved 
Public Access initiatives $ 36,807 $ 32,916 $ 41,372 12.4% 
(e.g. CM/ECF) 

Planned Carryforward $ 7,325 $ 32,200 $ 25,719 251.1% 

Total $ 63,528 $ 76,676 $ 94,320 48.5% 

The judiciary's Electronic Public Access (EPA) program provides for the development, implementation 
and enhancement of electronic public access systems in the federal judiciary. The EPA program provides 
centralized billing, registration and technical support services for PACER (Public Access to Court 
Electronic Records), which facilitates Internet access to data from case files in all court types, in 
accordance with policies set by the Judicial Conference. The increase in fiscal year 2007 EPA program 
operations includes one-time costs associated with renegotiation of the Federal Telephone System (FTS) 
2001 telecommunications contract. 

Pursuant to congressional directives, the program is self-funded and collections are used to fund 
infonnation technology initiatives in the judiciary related to public access. Fee revenue from electronic 
access is deposited into the Judiciary Infonnation Technology Fund. Funds are used first to pay the 
expenses of the PACER program. Funds collected above the level needed for the PACER program are 
then used to fund other initiatives related to public access. The development, implementation, and 
maintenance costs for the CM/ECF project have been funded through EPA collections. In fiscal year 2007, 
the judiciary plans to use $41.4 million in EPA collections to fund public access initiatives within the 
Salaries and Expenses financial plan including: 

• 
• 
• 
• 

CM/ECF Infrastructure and Allotments $20.6 million 
Electronic Bankruptcy Noticing $5.0 million 
Internet Gateways $8.8 million 
Courtroom Technology Allotments for Maintenance/Technology Refreshment $7.0 million 
(New authority requested for this item on page 46) 
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The fiscal year 2007 financial plan for courtroom technologies includes $7.0 million for court allotments to 
be funded EPA receipts to provide cyclical replacement of equipment and infrastrncture maintenance. 

Via this financial plan submission, the Judiciary seeks authority to expand use of Electrouic Public 
Access (EPA) receipts to support courtroom techuology allotments for iustallation, cyclical 
replacement of equipment, and infrastructure maintenauce. The Judiciary seeks this expanded 
authority as an appropriate use of EPA receipts to improve the ability to share case evidence with 
the public in the courtroom during proceedings and to share case evidence electronically through 
electronic public access services when it is presented electronically and becomes an electronic court 
record. 

COURT OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE 

The following table details the beginning balances, deposits, obligations, and carryforward balances in the 
JITF for the Court ofInternational Trade for fiscal years 2006 and 2007 . 

Judiciary Information FY 2006 FY 2006 FY 2007 Percent 

Technology Fund Financial Plan Actnal Financial Plan Change over 
FY 2006 plan 

Balance, Start of Year $ 598 $ 605 $ 657 9.9% 

Current-year Deposits $ , 0 $ 200 $ 0 0.0% 

Obligations $ (313) $ (148) $ (357) 14.1% 

Balance End of Year $ 285 $ 657 $ 300 5;3% 

The Court has been using the Judiciary Information Technology Food to upgrade and enhance its 
information technology needs and infrastrnctnre. Of the $0.7 million that carried forward into fiscal year 
2007 in the Judiciary Information Technology Fund, $0.4 million is planned for obligation in the fiscal 
year 2007 financial plan, the remaining $0.3 million will carry forward into fiscal year 2008. 

These funds will be used to continue the Court's information technology initiatives, in accordance with its 
long-range plan, and to support the Court's recent and future information technology growth. The Court is 
planning to use these funds to continue the support of its newly upgraded data network and voice 
connections; to pay for the recurring Virtnal Private Network System (VPN) phone and cable line charges; 
replace the Court's CM/ECF file server; purchase computer desktop systems and laptops for the Court's 
new digital recording system; replace computer desktop systems, printers and laptops in accordance with 
the judiciary's cyclical replacement program; and upgrade and support existing software applications. 
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SPIiNDING

Category ($000s)
r-Y 20011

Financisl Plun
IrY 2001t

Actuals
t¡Y 2009

lilnancl$l I'l$n

Obligations $ 94,727 $ 80,962 $ 106,78t1

Planned Carryforwarci $ 19,906 s, 40,344 $ 20,69 |

r Thc judiciary's Electronic Public Access Program (EPA) encompasses systcms and scrviccs that

I provide the public with electronic access to federal case and court infonnation and that provi<lcI centralized billing, registration, and technical suppof services through the Public Access tct

¡ Court Electronic Records (PACER) Service Center. The program provides internet access to

t data from case lìlcs in all court types, in accordancc with policies set by the Judicial ConfcrcnccI and congressional directives.

t Pursuant to congressional directives, the EPA program is self-funded and revenues are used to
fund IT projects related to public access, including costs for the Case Management /Electronic

I Case Files system (CM/ECF). CM/ECF is operational in 93 bankruptcy courts, 94 district courrs,

t l0 appellate courts, the Court of lnternational Trade and the Cou,rt of Federal Claims. CM/ECF
should be fully implemented in all courts in calendar year 2009.

t In fiscalyear 2009, the judiciaryplans to use S106.8 million in EPA collections and prior-year
arryforward to fund public access initiatives including the following:

t ' Public Access Services and Applications 517.7 million;

' Telecommunications $8.7 million;

t ' EPA EquiPment $1.3 million;
¡ ' CM/ECF Development, Operations and Maintenance $33.4 million;

' CourtroomTechnologyAllotmentsforMaintenance/Technology

I å,'ffTå'å'"i'åiäJliîï.,", $e 7 m'rion;

| : rxrå::#iäälÏ',:T.:,'ffi,i:mluî,"iui*,*¿
' Jury Management System Public Web Page $0.2 million.

I

nInc

lrundlng Sourccs
lìl' 2Otfll

l;innt¡cl¡¡l l'l¡rr¡
l,'ì' 2{f{[l
Actr¡rls

rl' 20tf9

lilnnr¡cl¡¡l ltlnn

('ollcctions $ 70.|30 $ 76,803 $ ri7. t35

l)riur-ycnr Curry lìlwnrd $' 44.503 $ 44,503 $ 40.344

'l'o|¡rI $ l | 4.ó33 $ t 2 t,30ó $ | 27.479
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